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anger, remain conscious of the teachings, and be in unison with

the teacher.

Later on, he studies Sanskrit (sloJca) and learns the Wedas.
Eventually he is initiated by his teacher in a most elaborate cere-
mony, which I know only by hearsay, in which the teacher leads
the hands of his pupil with his own hands to perform his first
maweda. The pupil makes repeated reverences (sembah) to
his teacher and to the sun, washes and kisses his teacher's feet,
and receives his priestly credentials, a secret document contain-
ing powerful formulas written on a blade of lontar palm. I have
been told that the pupil " dies" symbolically during the cere-
mony and is reborn as a priest, and that his body is then washed
and treated exactly like a corpse.

As conclusion, we find that the amazing conglomerate of
traditions, beliefs, and philosophies that together constitute the
Balinese religion, one that is as complex and tangled as can be
found anywhere today, alone is the most powerful motivating
force to the entire life of the island. Our knowledge of Bali is
as young as the history of its contacts with the West, and a good
deal will have to be unravelled before we can have a clear pic-
ture of that unique product of tropical Asia, the character of
the Balinese, which is reflected in the fantastic interpretation of
religious ideas from India, China, and Java. These were at times
assimilated with a sense of practical logic, at times obviously
misunderstood; but the result was a healthy and thoroughly
Balinese manner of belief. Despite Hinduistic deviations, re-
ligious symbols and ideas retained much of their original, primi-
tive simplicity, and fanaticism and idolatry did not overshadow
the ancient animist worship of nature and of the elements.

Whatever the source of these ideas may be, the Balinese
worship the sun, the earth, and water as sources of life-giving
fertility; fire is a purifying element. The sea receives offerings
once a year in a great feast in Lebih on the Gianyar coast. Also
sources of fertility, and the dwellings of the gods, are the moun-